
Welcome to the MMGA, Inc. Newsletter 

Welcome! Thank you for taking the time to read our new, quarterly 

newsletter.  The Michigan Master Gardener Association is a non-profit 

corporation with an all-volunteer board. We invite you to become involved 

as a volunteer and a member. Membership is open to every Master 

Gardener volunteer in good standing, which includes recertified master 

gardeners and volunteers in training. The cost is just $5.00.! It’s less than 

the cost of going to a movie or out to lunch. Yet that $5.00 individual 

membership fee helps pay for the critical liability insurance coverage that 

none of us can afford to be without. Your commitment to our association 

will help keep this insurance affordable for everyone.  

Visit www.michiganmastergardener.org to join. 

 

Volunteers 

Volunteers and volunteerism are 

central to our mission as we strive 

to make Michigan a more beautiful 

place to live and to educate 

Michigan residents about the many 

benefits of gardening, including the 

opportunity to grow nutritious, 

healthy food. 

Where can I find out more? 

MMGA has a wonderful website, 

full of information for individual 

Master Gardeners and Chapter 

organizations. Check out the 

calendar and see what is 

happening, find links to Chapter 

websites or get a lead on a great 

speaker for your next event.  

MMGA also has an active 

Facebook account with loads of 

information on the latest science 

based research to expand your 

knowledge base. 
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Spotlight: Washtenaw County 
 

Washtenaw County Master Gardeners have been hard at work! This 
summer, we are highlighting two exciting projects in the county.  

Washtenaw County Juvenile Detention Center 
 

For the past four years, a group of seven Master 
Gardeners have worked with and guided incar-
cerated at-risk high school age students to gar-
den in two enclosed courtyards, an entrance 
garden, and a Serenity Garden at the 
Washtenaw County Juvenile Detention Center.  
 

This project has been so successful that the 
Homegrown Local Food Summit granted the 
“Local Food Victory” award in recognition of 
this group’s “contribution towards creating a 
healthy, sustainable, and fair food system for 
all.”

2014 International Master Gardener’s Conference in Seoul, Korea 

Local gardening practices have garnered global interest. Mary Wilson, the State Coordinator for the 

MSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program, presented at the 2014 International Master 

Gardener’s Conference in Seoul, South Korea. The focus of the conference was urban agriculture. 

Click here to learn why Koreans are interested in the urban gardening movement in Detroit and Flint. 

Washtenaw County Junior Master Gardeners 
 

Since 2001, more than 130 9- to 11-year-olds 
have participated in the Junior Master Garden-
er program through Washtenaw County 4-H. 
Led by Master Gardener volunteers, students 
spend six weeks learning many of the same 
topics taught in the adult Master Gardener 
course. They then put that knowledge to work, 
planting, maintaining, and harvesting a 1200 
square foot vegetable garden. 
 
Click here for the full story of both projects! 

http://www.michiganmastergardener.org/2014-international-mg-conference
http://www.michiganmastergardener.org/newsletter-spotlight-summer-2015/


MMGA Annual Membership Meeting 
On June 20, 2015 at the Dow Gardens in Midland the Michigan,  the Master Gardener Association’s held the 
annual meeting and Member Appreciation Event. 

Attendees from across the state convened at the historic barn on the Dow Gardens property to learn more 
about MMGA activities during the past year and meet three new members of the MMGA Board of Directors.  

The new members include Ike Pangle, Mendon; Colleen Petersen, Ada and Diana Zeimen, Mikado. They join 
current board members Sue Aagaard, Greenville; Belinda Laughlin, Mt. Pleasant; Betsy Lindsley, Ann Arbor; 
Cathy Myers, Brooklyn; Jan Rise, Bay City and Ruth Steele Walker, Omena.  The group also said goodbye to 
retiring board member Carey Loveland  who played an integral role in helping develop the MMGA’s By-
Laws, SOPs and many other documents. Carey will continue  to serve on the State Strategic Visioning Com-
mittee for the Master Gardener Program. 

After the general membership meeting the attendees were spilt into two groups for a tour of the gardens. 
Tour guides for the event were Dow Gardens employees Elly Maxwell and Chuck Martin. Focal points of this 
tour included a special pollinator’s garden and “Ribbit the Exhibit”. “Ribbit” is a whimsical display of 20 frog 
figures crafted by sculptor J.A. Cobb. These frogs are scattered all over the gardens. Children touring the 
garden are encouraged to keep track of the frogs they see and mark down the ones they found. 

Click on the pictures below to see the full profiles for your new board members.  

Diana Zeimen Ike Pangle Colleen Petersen 

http://www.michiganmastergardener.org/mmga-board-and-committee-members/
http://www.michiganmastergardener.org/mmga-board-and-committee-members/
http://www.michiganmastergardener.org/mmga-board-and-committee-members/


Affiliate Chapters 

Alcona Master Gardener Association 

Alpine Master Gardener Association 

Capital Area Master Gardeners 

Delta County Master Gardener Association 

Master Gardener Association of Genesee County 

Jackson County Master Gardener Association 

Kalamazoo County Master Gardening Association 

Livingston County Master Gardener Association 

Macomb County Master Gardener Association 

Monroe County Master Gardener Association 

Montcalm Area Master Gardener Association 

Northern Gateway Master Gardener Association 

Northern Michigan Master Gardener Association 

Master Gardeners of St. Clair County 

Sanilac County Chapter of the MMGA 

Master Gardeners of St. Joseph County 

Sunrise Side Master Gardener Association 

Washtenaw Master Gardeners 
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MMGA Board of Directors 2014-2015                                                               

Elizabeth (Betsy) Lindsley, President 

Cathy Myers, Vice President 

Carey Loveland, Secretary 

Jan Rise, Treasurer 

 

Sue Aagaard, Director                                                                                           

Belinda Laughlin, Director                                                                                          

Ruth Steele Walker, Director   

Finance Committee,  Communication Committee & Membership 

Committee     

 Mary Wilson, Advisor         

Facebook page: Michigan Master Gardener Association, Inc. 

Email: michiganmastergardenerassn@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.michiganmastergardener.org 

 

 

http://www.otsego.org/amg/
https://mgacac.wordpress.com/
http://gc-mga.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jackson-County-Master-Gardener-Association/249456198562904
https://www.facebook.com/KazooMasterGardeners
https://www.facebook.com/MacombCountyMGA
http://monroecountymga.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Montcalm-Area-Master-Gardeners-Association/408932952519962
http://www.mgoscc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Master-Gardeners-of-St-Joseph-County/463110070471527
http://www.ssmga.com/
mailto:michiganmastergardenerassn@gmail.com
http://www.michiganmastergardener.org

